
The Honourable Filomena Tassi, P.C., M.P.   
Minister of Labour 
140 Promenade du Portage 
Phase IV, 12th Floor 
Gatineau, QC K1A 0J9 

25 November 2019 

Dear Minister Tassi, 

Congratulations on your recent re-election and appointment as Minister of Labour.  

We believe Canada has an important opportunity to demonstrate its commitment to global labour and human 
rights by introducing legislation to address and prevent adverse human rights impacts in the global operations 
and supply chains of companies based in and/or doing business in Canada. 

We were encouraged by the Government of Canada’s commitment in February 2019 to initiate consultations 
on possible supply chain legislation, and the first phase of those consultations which took place this past May-
June. With other jurisdictions and key allies of Canada rapidly moving forward with similar laws, we believe 
Canada needs to prioritize further action now or risk falling further behind. 

We therefore urge you and your Government of Canada colleagues to take the next step forward and commit 
to drafting and introducing effective legislation as a matter of priority within your Ministerial mandate for this 
Parliamentary session. 

As the enclosed Consensus Starting Points document highlights, there is strong agreement amongst a broad 
and diverse cross-section of Canadian civil society – including labour unions, child and human rights groups, 
and international development organizations – on the key elements of any Canadian legislation, including that 
it be grounded in a mandatory human rights due diligence approach. 

We would like an opportunity to meet with you at your earliest convenience to discuss how together, along 
with other key stakeholders, we can take these next steps by doing more to protect the rights of people being 
exploited in global supply chains. We invite your staff to reach out to Emily Norgang (enorgang@clcctc.ca) and 
Simon Lewchuk (simon_lewchuk@worldvision.ca) to arrange a suitable time. 

We look forward to continued engagement with you and your officials on this front in the months ahead. 

Sincerely, 

 

Hassan Yussuff David Morley 
President, Canadian Labour Congress President and CEO, UNICEF Canada 

 

 
Ken Neumann Michael Messenger 
National Director for Canada, United Steelworkers President and CEO, World Vision Canada 



 

CC:  The Hon. Mary Ng, P.C., M.P., Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and International Trade 
 The Hon. François-Philippe Champagne, P.C., M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 The Hon. Karina Gould, P.C., M.P., Minister of International Development 
 Anthony Giles, ADM, Labour Program – Policy, Dispute Resolution and International Affairs, ESDC 
 


